NOAA Climate Science & Services
Monthly Climate Update

A look back at January and a preview for the next 3 months
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Global Climate Highlights

, January 2012 Temperatures:
Temperature Anomalies January 2012 < - 19 warmest January globally

« Land: 26" warmest; Ocean: 17" warmest
* Large areas of warm and cool temperature anomalies
* La Nifa continues
National Stats
* U.K — warmest January since 2006
« Australia — 13t coolest January on record

(with respect to a 1971-2000 base period)
National Climatic Data Center/NESDIS/NOAA

Precipitation Anomalies January 2012

(percent departures with respect to a 1961-1990 base period)
National Climatic Data Center/NESDIS/NOAA
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Global Climate Highlights

Eurasia Snow Cover Anomalies @

Northern Hemisphere Snow Cover Anomalies January (1967-2012) |
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U.S. Climate Highlights - January

January 2012 Statewide Ranks 4" Warmest January on Record
National Climatic Data Center/NESDIS/NOAA * Dry across the central U.S. and the Southeast

&) » Wet in the Southern Plains and Great Lakes
105 » The combination of warm and dry conditions limited snow
cover across the Lower-48

* Active tornado month — 95 preliminary reports

/) January U.S. Snow Cover Anomalies &
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Alaska Record Cold January: 14.04°F below average

Town January
Temperatures
Nome -16.6 °F
Bethel -17.3 °F
McGrath -28.5 °F
Bettles -35.6 °F

Degrees C

Alaska Statewide Temperature Anomalies
January (1918-2012)
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U.S. Climate Highlights — Winter-to-Date

Dec 2011-Jan 2012 Statewide Ranks 4th Warmest Winter-to-Date (Dec 20_11- Jan 2012)
National Climatic Data Center/NESDIS/NOAA » Minnesota record warm for the period
» Much of the Northern U.S. warmer than average.
s * Dry in the West — below-average snow pack
‘ « 11t wettest Dec-Jan for Texas; Long-term drought lingers
» Drought expands in the West and intensifies across the
Upper Midwest and Southeast

Temperature

U.S. Drought Monitor 2342012
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Current El Nino/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) Status

La Nina Update

*  LaNina has peaked Official Early-Feb CPC/IRI Consensus Probabilistic ENSO Forecast
across the equatorial 100 '
Pacific . ENSO state based on NINF)SA SOST Anomily

. SST are at least 0.5 C© ) Neutral ENSO: -0.45°C to 0.45°C —
below average across [ Neutml
much of the Centraland 5 ™ B Latia
eastern equatorial Pacific > O -
Ocean 3 50

. Atmospheric circulation é" .
anomalies are consistent g
with La Nifia o

. La Nifia is expected to 20
transition to ENSO-neutral 10
conditions during March- 0
May 2012 EJUI?EM HWUA  MAW AM_I._JimeM;.IJerin.Jd.JA JAS  ASO 2S':I?EI'\.I

# Vﬁj February 16, 2012 | Monthly Climate Webinar 7



1-Month Temperature and
Precipitation Outlooks
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3-Month Temperature and
Precipitation Outlooks
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Legend

[ High Winds
Significant Waves

||| Severe Weather

[ Freezing Rain

I Heavy Rain

[ Heavy Snow

[ Much Below Normal Temps|
[] Flooding Likely
Bl Flooding
[] Flooding Possible
I Enhanced Wildfire Risk

U.S. Hazards Outlook for Days 3-14

(produced 02/15/12)
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Disclaimer: This image uses transparencies to enable viewing of
features on multiple ba'gers at the same time. Because colors of
overlapping images blend together,the colors you see in
overlapping images may be different from those on the legend,
unless mu view each Ia/sr seperately. To view the Hazards Outlook
Ls with Google

usin Maps, please go to:
hnp/ngw.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/pro%ucfsjpredab&ns/mrealsnhreamphp
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Disclaimer: This image uses transparencies to enable viewing of
features on multiple Ia time. Because colors of
overlapping images blend together,the colors you see in
overlapping images may be different from those on the legend,

unless you view each Ia’yer seperately. To view the Hazards Outlook
using KMLs with Google Mspsal)leas_e 0 fo:
http (s/predictions/threats/threats.php
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For More Information

e Today’s Presentation:

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings

* NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov

— Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global): www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/

* NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

e Climate Portal: www.climate.gov

* U.S. Drought Monitor: www.drought.gov
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